
Week 1 & 2 

Topic: Relationship in the family 
‘Family’ is a single word, with many different meanings. People have many ways of defining a 
family and what being a part of a family means to them. Families differ in terms of economic, 
cultural, social, and many other facets, but what every family has in common is that the people 
who call it a family are making clear that those people are important in some way to the person 
calling them his family. 

Definition of Family 

The dictionary defines family in several ways. One definition is “a fundamental social group in 
society typically consisting of one or two parents and their children.” While this definition is a 
good starting point, there are several modern family structures that are excluded by this 
definition, such as childless couples or other variations on the family unit. Another definition is 
“Two or more people who share goals and values, have long-term commitments to one another 
and reside usually in the same dwelling.” This definition encompasses the vast majority of 
modern family units; for the purposes of this article, the second definition will be used. 

Who Makes a Family? 

The traditional family consists of a father, mother and children. This is the family shown on 
television as the standard family. However, the 21st century showcases a variety of family units, 
some very different from the standard of the 1950s. Today, children are also often raised in 
single parent homes, by grandparents or by homosexual parents. Some families opt to have no 
children, or cannot have children due to some medical or emotional barrier. The idea that 
parents and children make a family is a basic definition; however, in order to accurately 
acknowledge other family structures, a broader definition is necessary. In addition to a more 
universal family definition, there are also plenty of people who consider a group of friends to be 
family, and adults who consider pets — from goldfish to horses — as defining members of the 
family unit. 

Friends as Family 

Many people consider friends to be as close or even closer than extended (or immediate) 
family. People who have lost close family members may create a family unit of friends with 
similar interests and goals to become replacements or enhancements to a lacking family 
structure. This type of family unit, while untraditional, can be just as close, if not closer, than a 
traditional structure. Friends are chosen by an individual; at times, these people may be more 
special or important than the family a person was born with. In addition, some people who have 
supportive families also have an extensive network of friends who they consider to be a second 
family or as additions to their blood or legal relatives. 

Topic: Relationship in the school community 



When used by educators, the term school community typically refers to the various 
individuals, groups, businesses, and institutions that are invested in the welfare and vitality of a 
public school and its community—i.e., the neighborhoods and municipalities served by the 
school. 

In many contexts, the term encompasses the school administrators, teachers, and staff 
members who work in a school; the students who attend the school and their parents and 
families; and local residents and organizations that have a stake in the school’s success, such 
as school-board members, city officials, and elected representatives; businesses, organizations, 
and cultural institutions; and related organizations and groups such as parent-teacher 
associations, “booster clubs,” charitable foundations, and volunteer school-improvement 
committees (to name just a few). In other settings, however, educators may use the term when 
referring, more specifically, to the sense of “community” experienced by those working, 
teaching, and learning in a school—i.e., the administrators, faculty, staff, and students. In this 
case, educators may also be actively working to improve the culture of a school, strengthen 
relationships between teachers and students, and foster feelings of inclusion, caring, shared 
purpose, and collective investment. 

The term school community also implicitly recognizes the social and emotional attachments that 
community members may have to a school, whether those attachments are familial (the parents 
and relatives of students, for example), experiential (alumni and alumnae), professional (those 
who work in and derive an income from the school), civic (those who are elected to oversee a 
school or who volunteer time and services), or socioeconomic (interested taxpayers and the 
local businesses who may employ graduates and therefore desire more educated, skilled, and 
qualified workers). Depending on the specific context in which the term is used, school 
community may have more or less inclusive—or more or less precise—connotations. 

School community may also be used interchangeably stakeholders, since a school community 
necessarily comprises a wide variety of “stakeholders.” 

Factors that aid in choosing friends 

Everyone has friends of some kind. Some have many friends while others have few. Some have 
good friends while others have bad friends. All people, especially Christians, need to stop and 
consider the importance of friends and the impact those friends have on one’s life. 

The Need for Close Friends 

Since man was created a social being (Gen. 2:18), he needs the close association of others. As 
humans, we cannot live happy or meaningful lives to ourselves. We need to be with other 
people. Romans 14:7 states, “For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.” 

We need the love our friends have for us. Life is more pleasant when we have those who care 
about us and our welfare. We need to know there are those who love us no matter what may 
come our way or theirs. “A friend loves at all times” (Prov. 17:17). 



Friends satisfy many needs — the need for someone to share our joy and happiness (Rom. 
12:15); the need for someone to cheer us in times of sadness (Prov. 27:9); and the need to help 
us relax and recreate from the routine and pressures of life. Actually, there are an infinite 
number of reasons why we need friends. 

What Is a Friend? 

The dictionary defines a friend as “a person who has a real liking for and confidence in another 
person.” W.E. Vine, in his Expository Dictionary of NT Words, says it is one who is “loved, dear.” 

The term “friendship” is found only once in the New Testament (Jas. 4:4). It comes from the 
Greek word philia which is akin to philos which is translated “love.” Vine suggests it includes the 
idea of “loving as well as being loved.” 

The Bible contains examples of friendship which illustrate this idea. Its most classic example is 
that of the friendship of David and Jonathan. “Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the 
soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul” (1 Sam. 
18:1). Their love for and confidence in one another is a lesson all who would be and have 
friends should learn. The apostle Paul and Timothy developed a liking for and a confidence in 
one another. “I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as 
without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, greatly desiring to see you, being 
mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, when I call to remembrance the genuine faith 
that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am 
persuaded is in you also” (2 Tim. 1:3-5). 

Friendship means the same today. Our close friends are those whom we love and are dear to 
us. They are those in whom we have confidence that they hold us dear. 

Sadly, some whom we think are our friends are not good friends. For one to be a good friend he 
must not only be good to us but also good for us. We need to be careful in choosing only those 
friends that are good for us. We must not choose a friend like Jonadab who led his friend 
Amnon, David’s son, astray (2 Sam. 13:1-14). 

Some Guidelines in Choosing Friends 

In order to choose friends wisely, there are certain principles we must employ. We must begin 
by applying the principle stated by the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:33 — “Do not be 
deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits.'” 

We must then realize it is better to have a few friends, even just one, who will be the right kind 
of friends than a multitude of the kind who could cause us to lose our souls (Matt. 16:26). 

We must choose friends who will be good examples to us and others. In that light, choose 
friends who: 

• Have good morals (1 Cor. 15:33) 

• Are modest (1 Tim. 2:9) 



• Abstain from drinking alcohol (1 Pet. 4:3) 

• Can bridle their tongues (Jas. 1:26) 

• Are honest (Luke 8:15) 

• Are law-abiding (Rom. 13:1-7) 

We must select as friends those who respect God and things spiritual — those who regard 
spiritual things as more important than material things. We must not be deceived into thinking 
that we can choose otherwise and not be affected. 

Conclusion 

Friends are priceless. “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who 
sticks closer than a brother” (Prov. 18:24). No amount of money could be enough to replace true 
friends. We can rejoice in their faithfulness and delight in being around them. We should thank 
God daily for the friends that we have and pray that the day will never come when we do not 
have friends. 

When it comes to choosing friends, let us all be friends of Jesus (John 15:14). 

 



	


